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MEINHARDT BANK _
Burlington, Racine County, Wisconsin

- Owner. Meinhardt Family

Date of Erection. 1847

Architect. Not known
Builder. ¢. P. Baros

Present Condition. Good

Number of Stories. Two

Meterials of Comstruction., BRrick, metal rocf

Othsr Existing Records. None known

Additional Data. (See following pages.)
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The Melnhardt Bank Building is 31tuated on the corner of

Chestnut and Pine Stireets in the city_of_Burllngton; Wis-:
consin., This liﬁtle structure was erected in 1847 by |

a Mr, C. P, Barns., It was built to serve as a bank
building even in its early days. At that tiﬁé the

vank was located in one of the second story rooms., And
ever since that day it has bheen used és a.bank,building.
This makes it without doubt the oidest building of its
kind in the state of Wisconsin, 3Back of the front rooms
on the second floor which contained.the bank, was-a'hall;;
Carl Schurz, who after leaving Wisconein attained'fame_-fﬁ
as & statesman and cabinet member, spoke in this hall
at one time. Another one of the second story offices was .
occupied by a Dr, Edward a. Dyer. This-phyéician'ﬁés ani 
avowed abolition leader and was instrﬁmental 1n_ffeeing {i
a number of slaves who-fled:thru this_territoryiby ' |

way of the "underground railroad" as far back as 1843,

The structure has been remodelled but littié; fIt héé
been in appreciative hands all these years witﬁ‘th¢-
result that 1t retains its old.time'air. 'Aslbank':
llobbles and 1nter10ra go today they are Elgh and aary
rooms,r Thls 11tt1e c:tructure contalns a lobby Whlch
isré:ﬁery personal sort of.room._ It is extremely low

belng but elght feet six. 1nches 1n helght The walls

are hung w1th old tlme steel. engrav1ngq w1th a m_

tone;to them. °tdnd1no in one corner of the roo
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1mmense 1vy whlch has sent 1ts vines ‘into every corner

"3{ef the room and over the plctures be81des.. It is 1ndeed

o & typical old countlng house of another day._

 Thé placing of the vaults:is.uhique and'attentioh ié
 called to the same. The silhoustte of the outside
walls is extremely interesting. This treatment it is
recalled, is'cﬁaracteristip of many of the structures
. found in,ﬁéryland and Virginia, The iron rail on_the
vault extension is not part of the original building.
Large plate glass windows now take the place of'the
small paned windows which one time fronted on the main
street, Today the bahk occupies the entire first story
and the second floor is given over to offices. The
building has been in the hands of the Meinhardt family

since L1880,
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